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THE enclave of  Zagaleta has often 

been described as ‘southern Europe’s 

most exclusive place to live’.
And when you count on the celebri-

ties, captains of  industry and, now, the 

global dictators who stalk its privileged 

spaces, that’s no surprise.
The multi-million price tags certainly 

follow suit, as does its incredible golf  

course, which has just a few hundred 

people allowed to play… and then 

there’s its intriguing recent links to 

Russian dictator Vladamir Putin, who 

owns a property there.
The giant 2000 sqm palace, known as 

the Rock of  the King (or Roca del Rey) 

counts on its own private vineyard, he-

licopter pad and bowling alley.
But it’s the three floors underground 

that has got eyebrows raised among 

Europe’s security and defence elite.
As revealed by the Olive Press last 

month, it counts on armed guards 

and has a deep bunker monitoring the 

Straits of  Gibraltar 24/7. And this in a 

Life in the shade
It’s one of  Spain’s most expensive places to live. But few know what goes 

on behind the high tech fences of  La Zagaleta, where Putin is said to own 

a giant palace. Olive Press Property takes a peek

gated community that claims that secu-

rity is ‘its number one priority’.
Indeed, security is of  so much impor-

tance that after a late-night incident last 

year, an Israeli company was commis-

sioned to build a new ‘high tech electric’ 

fence.
Expected to become the most expen-

sive in Spain, it will run around the 

900-hectare estate that sits in Benaha-

vis, between Marbella and the foothills 

of  the Serrania de Ronda.
“The residents are being charged 5,000 

euros each in two installments to help 

pay for it,” reveals a source. “They are 

not exactly happy about it.”
It comes after Head of  security Jose 

Miguel Navarro boasted last year that 

his team have a ‘maximum response 

time of  three minutes to any alert’.

“Our perimeter shielding, detection sys-

tems and security routines will thwart 

most attempts to attack properties, 

which explains why the incident rate is 

100 times lower than in other residen-

tial complexes,” he claimed.
The estate was originally called ‘La 

Baraka’ and owned by disgraced bil-

lionaire Saudi arms dealer, Adnan 

Khashoggi, who was said to have held 

some of  the world’s most debauched 

parties at the hunting lodge in the 

1970s.
Today it is the clubhouse of  the resort, 

which was acquired by a group of  in-

vestors in 1989 led by Andalucian bank-

er, Enrique Perez Flores, who came 

from Huelva.
The giant estate was then divided into 

approximately 420 plots, of  which 

around 240 homes have so far been 

built.
“Most homes go for around 7 to 8 mil-

lion euros,” explains one British agent, 

who has sold a number of  properties 

there over the last year. “And some have 

even doubled in price over the last few 

years.”
All surrounded by deep woodland, 

they have either sea or mountain views 

(or both), while there is also a private 

equestrian center and golf  course, with 

a second one on the way.
The amazing course, said to be one of  

the best in Spain, only counts on 250 

members, which is because only home-

owners can join.
“The price for membership alone is 

120,000 euros and then it’s 10,000 a 

year for the lead member and 7,000 for 

the second member of  the family,” adds 

the agent.
“It’s real royal golf  and the attitudes 

of  the locals are to match,” he con-

tinued. “It’s ultra exclusive and so 

snobby, way more than the Chelsea or 

Cheshire set. 
“Owners put 10,000 euros behind the 

club bar so they can always get a drink 

or cigar when they want and the place is 

literally crawling with Aston Martins, 

and DB4s and McClarens.”
Thesedays, the company behind Za-

galeta is run by Ignacio Perez Diaz, af-

ter his father died two years ago.
According to its last available accounts 

in 2019, its immediate holding compa-

ny Zagaleta International UK Inc is 

based in Panama, while two other en-

tities, Soto Properties SA and Campo 

Alto SA, are based in Switzerland.

See pages II and III to find out 
more on the properties available in 
Zagaleta

The rules for 
rural home 

hunting, see 
our guide 

on page XII
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HUNDREDS of  new luxury homes will be needed on the Costa del Sol after Goo-gle announced it was making big moves into Malaga.
Global developers are jostling for posi-tion to satisfy the expected demand as the city becomes the new ‘Silicon Valley of  Europe.’
US property giant Berkshire Hathaway is aiming to build an initial 400 luxury villas to meet demand, after Google announced a cybersecurity ‘centre of  excellence’ in the city.
Its Spanish chief  believes many of  the buyers will be Americans relocating for the new jobs, having been seduced by the lifestyle and climate.
“The interest Americans are showing in Malaga is especially significant as the city 

Tech BOOM!
Google’s plans to make Malaga new ‘Silicon Valley’ will see rising demand for luxury homes on the costa

quickly positions itself  as the Silicon Val-ley of  Europe,” explained Bruno Rabassa at Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Spain, which has opened an office in the city.
“In a short time the city will have to ac-commodate many displaced workers from large companies.”
His new office in the city centre intends to offer 400 new luxury properties to serve the burgeoning tech sector after Google’s announcement.

"The technological and cultural attrac-tions, the climate, and above all the life-style have turned Malaga into a strategic key point for the real estate sector," he told SER radio.
His company has already opened an office in Marbella, with plans to develop over 1,400 luxury properties along the Costa del Sol.
Google released new details on its ‘centre of  excellence’ at its annual cybersecurity summit in Madrid, a fortnight ago. The Google Safety Engineering Centre (GSEC) is being developed inside the shell of  a historic building by the port of  

Malaga.
It aims to open its doors to budding cy-bersecurity professionals in the second half  of  2023.
And rather than just focus on southern Europe, as originally believed, the Malaga centre is now aimed at becoming a global hub.
It will be ‘at the heart of  the digital rev-olution’, revealed Kent Walker, President of  Global Affairs and Chief  Legal Officer at Google.
“This is going to change the rules of  the game: In 2023, Malaga will become our new Google Security Engineering Cen-

ter, a global centre for cybersecurity and malware research,” he said.
Google released a slick video showcasing the new development, featuring some of  the most iconic locations including the Pompidou Museum, the port and the cathedral as part of  its promotion for the new project.
Such a development is expected to create an agglomeration effect, drawing a wider range of  tech enterprises to Spain’s south coast, creating the ‘Silicon Valley’ effect.

By Walter Finch

FROM BEYOND THE GRAVE: The legend of Karl 
Largerfeld in Marbella

See page 16See page 16

EXTRAORDINARY: EXTRAORDINARY: 
How do they do How do they do 

that? Spain’s most that? Spain’s most 
outlandish, original outlandish, original 

places to liveplaces to live
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The Olive Press group launched a brand new exciting 
stand alone Property Magazine in 2018, geared towards 
the exciting and rapidly expanding property market, that 
had ground to a halt during the recession. As well as 
distributing thousands of copies to over 300 agents and 
other property related businesses on the Costa del Sol, it 
also appears inside every copy of the Andalucia edition, 
with smaller versions appearing in Costa Blanca, Gibraltar 
and  Mallorca.

Mijas Costa
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FOR two decades it had been the dream retirement home of British couple David and Janet Hartshorn.The four-bedroom villa in the hills above the Costa del Sol had all the hallmarks of the perfect escape from rainy, cold north-west England.The retired publicans from Cheshire, 

Rainbow’s endBut no gold for British couple as their dream home is bulldozed in another sad chapter in Spain’s planning history

had long dreamed of their place in the sun.
So when the opportunity of buying the dreamy Torrox plot came up, 

They had 
been as-
sured by 
b u i l d i n g 
firm Ner-
tor that 
they would 
be able to 
develop a 
small shack 

on a plot of land into the sizable re-treat they valued at €500,000 last year.
But just one year after buying it, they discovered it was illegal. And that is where their nightmare began.Some two decades later at exactly 9.01am on April 5, 2022, a town hall bulldozer started on a 40-minute rampage to bring it down to rubble.Their countless pleas to Malaga Court to reconsider, even including a request to give up the property to Ukrainian refugees, were all in vain.The authorities were adamant that it should not have been built and nev-er had the correct permission.Despite enlisting lawyers and local pressure group SOHA nothing could be done.

To add insult to injury, the cost of the 

demolition work will be charged to the couple - to the tune of €24,000. Now the plot, formerly an idyllic setting for the Hartshorn’s and their family friends to spend long sum-mers, has been reduced to a derelict building site.
“It is very distressing and a big part of our life’s work has been turned to rubble,” David told the Olive Press, last night.

Life
“We have put all our life savings into this work, and now it is all going to be taken away.”
He continued: “It beggars belief how this can happen. Consultation with certain Spanish contractors is a downfall from the beginning. They 

bend the truth.”
On Monday morning, David, accom-panied by daughter Adelle, 46, who had flown over from England for moral support, finally accepted the fate of their beloved home.The only legal part of the house is an uninhabitable 20-square-metre annexe.

This was spared by the demolition team but it will come as little conso-lation to the Hartshorn’s, who have been forced to move in with friends nearby and who will leave the coun-try for good on May 6.
The case echoes that of Len and Hel-en Prior in Almeria who watched as 

DEVASTATED: Janet and David, as home is demolished

BEFORE: The couple’s dream home Arcos Iris

EXCLUSIVE 
by George Mathias

they jumped at 
the opportunity.
However, Villa 
Arco Iris (mean-
ing ‘rainbow’) 
has proved to be 
anything but its 
namesake and 
rather than a pot 
of gold it has left 
them hundreds of 
thousands of eu-
ros out of pocket.
The couple had 
fallen for the age-
old trick of trust-
ing local trades-
men in southern 
Spain.
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THE enclave of  Zagaleta has often been described as ‘southern Europe’s most exclusive place to live’.And when you count on the celebri-ties, captains of  industry and, now, the global dictators who stalk its privileged spaces, that’s no surprise.The multi-million price tags certainly follow suit, as does its incredible golf  course, which has just a few hundred people allowed to play… and then there’s its intriguing recent links to Russian dictator Vladamir Putin, who owns a property there.The giant 2000 sqm palace, known as the Rock of  the King (or Roca del Rey) counts on its own private vineyard, he-licopter pad and bowling alley.But it’s the three floors underground that has got eyebrows raised among Europe’s security and defence elite.As revealed by the Olive Press last month, it counts on armed guards and has a deep bunker monitoring the Straits of  Gibraltar 24/7. And this in a 

Life in the shadeIt’s one of  Spain’s most expensive places to live. But few know what goes 

on behind the high tech fences of  La Zagaleta, where Putin is said to own 

a giant palace. Olive Press Property takes a peekgated community that claims that secu-rity is ‘its number one priority’.Indeed, security is of  so much impor-tance that after a late-night incident last year, an Israeli company was commis-sioned to build a new ‘high tech electric’ fence.
Expected to become the most expen-sive in Spain, it will run around the 900-hectare estate that sits in Benaha-vis, between Marbella and the foothills of  the Serrania de Ronda.“The residents are being charged 5,000 euros each in two installments to help pay for it,” reveals a source. “They are not exactly happy about it.”It comes after Head of  security Jose Miguel Navarro boasted last year that his team have a ‘maximum response time of  three minutes to any alert’.

“Our perimeter shielding, detection sys-tems and security routines will thwart most attempts to attack properties, which explains why the incident rate is 100 times lower than in other residen-tial complexes,” he claimed.The estate was originally called ‘La Baraka’ and owned by disgraced bil-lionaire Saudi arms dealer, Adnan Khashoggi, who was said to have held some of  the world’s most debauched parties at the hunting lodge in the 1970s.
Today it is the clubhouse of  the resort, which was acquired by a group of  in-vestors in 1989 led by Andalucian bank-er, Enrique Perez Flores, who came from Huelva.

The giant estate was then divided into approximately 420 plots, of  which 

around 240 homes have so far been built.
“Most homes go for around 7 to 8 mil-lion euros,” explains one British agent, who has sold a number of  properties there over the last year. “And some have even doubled in price over the last few years.”

All surrounded by deep woodland, they have either sea or mountain views (or both), while there is also a private equestrian center and golf  course, with a second one on the way.The amazing course, said to be one of  the best in Spain, only counts on 250 members, which is because only home-owners can join.“The price for membership alone is 120,000 euros and then it’s 10,000 a year for the lead member and 7,000 for 

the second member of  the family,” adds the agent.
“It’s real royal golf  and the attitudes of  the locals are to match,” he con-tinued. “It’s ultra exclusive and so snobby, way more than the Chelsea or Cheshire set. “Owners put 10,000 euros behind the club bar so they can always get a drink or cigar when they want and the place is literally crawling with Aston Martins, and DB4s and McClarens.”Thesedays, the company behind Za-galeta is run by Ignacio Perez Diaz, af-ter his father died two years ago.According to its last available accounts in 2019, its immediate holding compa-ny Zagaleta International UK Inc is based in Panama, while two other en-tities, Soto Properties SA and Campo Alto SA, are based in Switzerland.

See pages II and III to find out more on the properties available in Zagaleta
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our guide on page XII

Discover the 
favourite villages 

of Spain’s top 
architects inside 

our Property 
magazine

Opinion Page 6

Discover  
hassle-free 
currency 
transfers 

SP18206EN - Front page Ewn adverts v2.indd   4
SP18206EN - Front page Ewn adverts v2.indd   4 14/02/2020   23:2514/02/2020   23:25

Portals Nous, 
07181, 
Mallorca. 

See our 
currencies 
column 
on 
page 40

Continues on Page 4

•	 Original, incisive content about the Spanish 
property market

•	 Specialist opinion and comment articles each 
month

•	 Recent clients include Savills, Fine & Country, 
Panorama, Winkworth, Chestertons, Engel & 
Volgers and Taylor Wimpey

•	 Exclusive advertorials compliment any 
advertising campaign
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incisive property
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MALAGA offers one of  the best 
qualities of  life in Spain.
A new survey put the city as sixth 
out of  Spain’s main 15 cities.
It is only beaten by Cordoba in Anda-
lucia, in the poll by the Organisation 
of  Consumers and Users (OCU).
Malaga was considered one of  the 
best places to live and work in Spain 
with praise for its cost of  living, en-

LIVING LIFE 
AT THE TOP

Malaga, Cordoba and Sevilla among the best places to live in Spain

vironmental care and climate.
The city, with a population of  
577,405, also fared well for its 
‘abundance of  leisure facilities and 
the digital infrastructures available’.

In total, it scored 66 points, with 
Cordoba only just beating it with 68 
points in Andalucia.
The only other southern city to make 
the top 10 was Sevilla at 10th with 
63 points, while Valencia (65) came 
seventh and Alicante (64) ninth.
Vigo, in Galicia, came top of  the list 

of  top places to live in the survey 
of  3,000 people in each of  the coun-
try’s most populated locations. 
The northern city scored 70 points 
despite having wet weather on a par 
with Britain.
Malaga is the fourth sunniest city in 
Europe and has reasonable air qual-

By Cristina Hodgson

ity, as well as a good airport with 
great international connections.
Forbes magazine also recently cited 
it as one of  the best cities to live in 
Europe.
The survey questioned residents’ 
opinions on mobility, health and edu-
cation, public safety, the labour mar-
ket, the cost of  living, environment, 
pollution and urban cleanliness.

...but where 
do Spain’s 
Santiago 
Calatrava and 
Spain-based 
Norman 
Foster rank 
in the world’s 
wealthiest 
architects?

See Rich by 
design on page 4 

to find out

BUILDING FORTUNES...BUILDING FORTUNES...

FEEL THE FEARFEEL THE FEAR
Spain’s most huanted housesSpain’s most huanted houses

See page 16See page 16
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FORGET Brexit and the pandemic - the British love 

affair with Spain is stronger than ever.

Sales of  Spanish property to Brits has surged an in-

credible 72% from this time last year, according to the 

Spanish land registrars’ association. 

But bargain loving Brits tend to spend less than their Eu-

ropean neighbours. They splashed out an average of  €1,890 

per square metre on property in Spain, lower than the foreign 

buyer average of  €1,940, with UK nationals tending to buy in 

cheaper areas such as the Costa Blanca and some parts of  the 

Brits are back!
Number of  properties in Spain bought 

by UK citizens rises to pre-Brexit levels

Costa del Sol.
In contrast, Swedish, Danish and German nationals spend 

above €2,700 with pricey enclaves on the Baleares and Costa 

Brava favoured locations.

Andy Ward, Director of  Tenerife Estate Agents, explained: 

“British demand is still very high and accounted for 43% of  

our sales this year – no other nationality even came close.

“Brexit has had little to no impact on our profile of  British 

buyers, many of  whom are still working full-time and buying 

a long-term lifestyle investment they plan to use two or three 

times per year for one to three weeks at a time, so the 90/180 

day rule doesn’t affect them,” he said.

Whilst retirees or those nearing retirement age represent the 

majority demographic of  those moving here, analysts have 

also noted a big increase in interest from younger people look-

ing to move to Spain as part of  the ‘digital nomad’ cohort.

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY
THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

IS HE RIGHT?: After an El Pais journalist slammed Spain’s architecture as 

ugly, we take our own picks, see inside

BIG CLEAN UP: BIG CLEAN UP: 
Dealing with Dealing with 

the calamity of the calamity of 
CalimaCalima

See page IVSee page IV
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HOME sales in December were the second-highest on record in Spain.And 2022 has kicked off  where last year ended… going up and up and up!
Andalucia, Valencia and Murcia are leading the charge on the mainland, each seeing spectacular growth by over a quarter against last Christmas.While Andalucia saw 29% more sales than December 2020, Valencia and Murcia posted figures of  26% and 25% respectively.The Balearics experienced a 41% uplift, while the Canaries saw a 44% rise in December’s year on year figures.“Home sales in December set almost a record high, illustrating quite how buoyant Spain’s housing market is despite the ongoing repercussions of  the pandemic,” said property analyst Mark Stucklin.

After almost record December sales, January is also performing strongly

KEEP THE GOOD 
TIMES ROLLING

“Sales were up 26% on 2019, showing the market has more than recov-ered the ground it lost to the pandemic. The Spanish housing market is undergoing a post-pandemic boom in sales.”In total, 72,023 residential sales were completed in December, according to official figures.
According to a trio of  leading estate agents in Andalucia, the year has also begun well, despite concerns over supply.“We sold three properties in January, which is three more than ever be-

fore,” explained Scott Marshall, from PropertieSpain in Benahavis. “And enquiries are coming in thick and fast.”Meanwhile, Ben Bateman from Sotogrande’s Holmes agency said: “It could be a record year if  we can get the right number of  new listings.“Last year was the best year since 2008 and we remain confident for 2022.”
Adam Neale, at Terra Meridiana, in Estepona, also recorded record sales last year, and has seen an ‘extremely hectic’ start to 2022.“It was a very busy year and it didn’t stop last month, it just keeps com-ing, particularly now people can travel again.”The highest December property figures were in 2010 when nearly 80,000 properties were sold around Spain.

Bye bye BofillBye bye Bofill

The Olive Press pays tribute to Spanish genius Ricardo Bofill, whose architectural tentacles spread widely, and were even said to have inspired last year’s hit tv series Squid Game
See page VI

A taste 
of the 
future or 
a galactic 
waste of 
money?

See page XIV 


